
adelino ascenso
 editorial  151

adelino ascenso
 a literatura de Ficção como discurso Teológico
� 6KǌVDNX�(QGǀ�H�)ODQQHU\�2¶&RQQRU� � ���

aires a. nascimenTo
 celebrar a liberdade religiosa
� 1RV������DQRV�GR�(GLWR�GH�0LOmR� � ���

Felix KÖrner
� *DGDPHU�5HFHSWLRQV�$PRQJ�7XUNLVK�7KHRORJLDQV
� 0RYHPHQWV�LQ�0XVOLP�.RUDQ�+HUPHQHXWLFV� � ���

*8,/+(50(�'¶2/,9(,5$�0$57,16
� 'HVID]HU�QRV�GRV�tGRORV�H�GDV�FRLVDV�YmV���� � ���

/LYURV�QRYRV� � ���

sumário

226 MAIo - Agosto 2014 Ano 67

i G r e J a  e  m i s s Ã o
R E V I S T A  M I S S I O N Á R I A  D E  C U L T U R A  E  A CT U A L I D A D E



150

DIRECTOR
Adelino Ascenso

CONSELHO DE REDACÇÃO
Aires A. Nascimento
Nuno Lima

SECRETÁRIO DA REDACÇÃO
Eduardo Daniel

PRÉ-IMPRESSÃO
José Lima

EDITOR E PROPRIETÁRIO
Sociedade Portuguesa das Missões Católicas Ultramarinas
(ou: Sociedade Missionária da Boa Nova)

DIRECÇÃO, REDACÇÃO E ADMINISTRAÇÃO
Seminário da Boa Nova - Apartado 10   VALADARES 
4406-901 VILA NOVA DE GAIA - Portugal 
Telef. 22 715 12 50  Fax. 22 715 12 59
E-mail: smbn.igrejamissao@gmail.com

IMPRESSÃO
(VFROD�7LSRJUiÀFD�GDV�0LVV}HV���&XFXMmHV

7,5$*(0�������H[HPSODUHV� � ��������������3XEOLFDomR�TXDGULPHVWUDO

Número de registo na ERC: 101610
NIPC: 500261431

ASSINATURA ANUAL: Portugal - 15 ¤; Europa - 22,5 ¤; 
        Extra-Europa - 32,5 ¤; Número Avulso - 10,00 ¤.

BENFEITOR: Portugal - 27,4 ¤;  Europa - 42,4 ¤;
                  Extra-Europa - 62,3 ¤ 

Depósito legal nº 3726/83                                                         ISSN: 0251-3595



205

+DQV�*HRUJ�*DGDPHU·V�SKLORVRSK\�KDV�KDG�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UHVRQDQFH�
LQ� &KULVWLDQ� WKHRORJ\�� EXW� LV� WKHUH� D�0XVOLP� UHFHSWLRQ� RI� KLV� WKRXJKW��
too?1�+HUH��7XUNLVK�8QLYHUVLW\�7KHRORJ\�ZLOO�EH� VWXGLHG� LQ� VRPH�RI� LWV�
hermeneutic movements.

1. .H\ZRUGV

a) 7KHRORJ\

7XUNH\� FRXQWV� PRUH� WKDQ� WZR� GR]HQ� DFDGHPLF� SODFHV� ZKLFK� FDOO�
themselves�úODKL\DW�)DN�OWHVL��¾)DFXOW\�RI�'LYLQLW\¿���,V�VXFK�D�GHVLJQDWLRQ�

GADAMER RECEPTIONS
AMONG TURKISH THEOLOGIANS

0RYHPHQWV�LQ�0XVOLP�.RUDQ�+HUPHQHXWLFV

Felix Körner

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1 Edited version of a paper presented at the meeting Gadamer at the Gates. 
+HUPHQHXWLFV�LQ�WKH�5HOLJLRXV�7UDGLWLRQ�RI�:HVWHUQ�&KULVWLDQLW\��(DVWHUQ�2UWKRGR[\�DQG�
Islam in Comparative Perspective RUJDQL]HG�MRLQWO\�E\�WKH�1LMPHJHQ�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�(DVWHUQ�
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MXVWLÀHG"�7KH�ÀUVW�RI�WKRVH�)DFXOWLHV�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ������DW�WKH�QHZO\�
founded $QNDUD�hQLYHUVLWHVL��2QH�RI� WKH�)DFXOW\·V� FKLHI� GHVLJQHUV�ZDV�
WKH� JUHDW� OLQJXLVW� 7DKVLQ� %DQJXRùOX�� WKHQ� 0LQLVWHU� RI� (GXFDWLRQ�� +H�
HQYLVLRQHG�DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ�ZKHUH�,VODP�EH�WDXJKW�WR�IXWXUH�UHOLJLRXV�VWDII��
EXW�� DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� D� VSDFH�ZKHUH� (XURSHDQ� ODQJXDJHV� EH� DFTXLUHG�
DORQJVLGH�$UDELF� DQG� 3HUVLDQ�� SV\FKRORJ\� DQG� VRFLRORJ\�� JHQHUDO� DQG�
FRPSDUDWLYH�UHOLJLRQ�VKRXOG�OLNHZLVH�EH�VWXGLHG��,VODPLF�UHÁHFWLRQ�JRW�D�
QHZ�IUDPHZRUN��

)ROORZLQJ�%DQJXRùOX·V�SURSRVDOV��WKH�7XUNLVK�SDUOLDPHQW�KDG�GHFLGHG�
WKDW�D�)DFXOW\�EH�HUHFWHG��DQG�WKDW��ZLWKLQ�D�VWDWH�XQLYHUVLW\��FOHDUO\�WKHUH�
ZDV�IHDU�WKDW�0XVOLP�JURXSV�RXW�RI�WKH�UHDFK�RI�WKH�VWDWH·V�RUGHULQJ�KDQG�
PLJKW� FRQVWUXFW� RU� FRQVHUYH� GLIIHULQJ� UHDGLQJV� RI�ZKDW� DXWKHQWLF� ,VODP�
LV��7KH� )DFXOW\� EHFDPH� D�PRGHO� IRU� WKH� FUHDWLRQ� RI� VLPLODU� LQVWLWXWLRQV�
HOVHZKHUH�LQ�7XUNH\��

)URP�LWV�VWDUW��WKH�$QNDUD�)DFXOW\�KDV�KDG�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�QHZ�DSSURDFKHV�
WR�UHOLJLRXV�WUDGLWLRQV��IDPRXVO\��$QQHPDULH�6FKLPPHO�WDXJKW�+LVWRU\�RI�
5HOLJLRQV�WKHUH�VLQFH������DQG�VKRZHG�KHU�VWXGHQWV�WKH�SKHQRPHQRORJ\�
VKH�KHUVHOI�KDG�DFTXLUHG�IURP�)ULHGULFK�+HLOHU��,Q�VHYHUDO�ZD\V��KRZHYHU��
WKLV� ZDV� DQ� H[FHSWLRQ�� %RWK� WHDFKLQJ� VWDII� DQG� VWXGHQW� ERG\� LV� QRZ�
JHQHUDOO\�0XVOLP��7KH�DFDGHPLFV�VHH�WKHLU�UHVHDUFK�DQG�WHDFKLQJ�DV�SDUW�
RI� WKH�SURFHVV�RI� ,VODPLF�VHOI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� ,W� LV�� WKHUHIRUH�� MXVWLÀHG� WR�
VSHDN�RI�¾'LYLQLW\¿�)DFXOWLHV�DQG�RI�0XVOLP�¾7KHRORJLDQV¿�

b) 0RYHPHQWV

,Q�ZKDW� LV� WR� IROORZ�� ¾PRYHPHQWV¿�ZLOO� EH� VWXGLHG�� WKLV� FDOOV� IRU� D�
GRXEOH� LQTXLU\��$UH� WKHUH�groups� RI� VRPH� WKLQNHUV�PRYLQJ� LQ� WKH� VDPH�
GLUHFWLRQ"��DQG��:KLFK�changes are the members undergoing?

&KULVWLDQ� 6WXGLHV� �,Y2&��� WKH� )DFXOW\� RI� 7KHRORJ\�� 3KLORVRSK\�� 5HOLJLRXV� 6WXGLHV� DW�
5DGERXG�8QLYHUVLW\�1LMPHJHQ�DQG�WKH�)DFXOW\�RI�7KHRORJ\�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/HXYHQ��
2FWREHU��²��������DW�%HHN�8EEHUJHQ�QHDU�1LMPHJHQ�
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c) +HUPHQHXWLFV

¾+HUPHQHXWLFV¿�LV�D�QRWRULRXVO\�DPELJXRXV�ZRUG�2�ZKDW�LV�ORRNHG�IRU�
LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�OLQHV�DUH�7XUNLVK�UHÁHFWLRQV�RQ�ZKDW�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
.RUDQ� KDV� EHHQ� DQG� VKRXOG� EH³DQG�ZH� DUH� IRFXVVLQJ� RQ� DXWKRUV�ZLWK�
explicit reference to Hans-Georg Gadamer. 

2. $QNDUD�6FKRRO"

In the past decade, the present author offered a series of studies in 
(QJOLVK� DQG� *HUPDQ� RQ� WKH� ¾$QNDUD� 6FKRRO¿�3� 6XEVHTXHQWO\�� VHYHUDO�

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

2�2QH�RI�WKH�EHVW�ZD\V�WR�H[SUHVV�WKLV�ZDV�VKRZQ�E\�*OHQQ�:��0RVW�LQ������ Many 
SHRSOH�HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�$PHULFD�WKLQN�WKDW�KHUPHQHXWLFV�LV�D�*HUPDQ�SKLORVRSKHU�ZKRVH�IuUVW�
QDPH�LV�+HUPDQQ�DQG�ZKRVH�ODVW�QDPH�WKH\�GLGQ·W�TXLWH�JHW. Quoted after Odo Marquard, 
¾'DV� )LNWLYH� DOV� (16� 5($/,66,080¿�� LQ�� 'LHWHU� +HQULFK� DQG�:ROIJDQJ� ,VHU� �HGV����
)XQNWLRQHQ�GHV�)LNWLYHQ��0�QFKHQ�������SS�����²����SS�����²��

3 5HYLVLRQLVW� .RUDQ�+HUPHQHXWLFV� LQ�&RQWHPSRUDU\� 7XUNLVK�8QLYHUVLW\� 7KHRORJ\��
5HWKLQNLQJ� ,VODP� �0LWWHLOXQJHQ�]XU�6R]LDO�� XQG�.XOWXUJHVFKLFKWH�GHU� LVODPLVFKHQ�:HOW��
%DQG������:�U]EXUJ�������Alter Text – QHXHU�.RQWH[W��.RUDQKHUPHQHXWLN�LQ�GHU�7�UNHL�
heute��$XVJHZlKOWH�7H[WH���EHUVHW]W�XQG�NRPPHQWLHUW��)UHLEXUJ�������¾+LVWRULVFK�NULWLVFKH�
.RUDQH[HJHVH"�+HUPHQHXWLVFKH�1HXDQVlW]H�LQ�GHU�7�UNHL¿��LQ��*|UJH�.��+DVVHOKRII�DQG�
0LFKDHO�0H\HU�%ODQFN��HGV����.ULHJ�GHU�=HLFKHQ"�=XU�,QWHUDNWLRQ�YRQ�5HOLJLRQ��3ROLWLN�
und Kultur��:�U]EXUJ�������SS����²����¾7XUNLVK�7KHRORJ\�0HHWV�(XURSHDQ�3KLORVRSK\��
(PLOLR�%HWWL��+DQV�*HRUJ�*DGDPHU� DQG�3DXO�5LF±XU� LQ�0XVOLP�7KLQNLQJ¿�� LQ��Revista 
3RUWXJXHVD�GH�)LORVRÀD������������SS�����²�����¾.ULWLN�LQ�GHU�.ULVH�²�.RUDQKHUPHQHXWLN�
LQ�GHU�7�UNHL¿�� LQ��0�QFKHQHU�7KHRORJLVFKH�=HLWVFKULIW���� ��������SS�����²����� ¾:KHQ�
,VODP�5HFHLYHV�&ULWLFLVP��+LVWRULFDO�.RUDQ�([HJHVLV�LQ�7RGD\·V�7XUNH\¿��LQ��5RVHQ]ZHLJ�
Jahrbuch� �� �������� SS�� ���²����� ¾0RGHUQLVWLVFKH� .RUDQH[HJHVH� LQ� GHU� 7�UNHL�� (LQH�
'LVNXVVLRQ�PLW�0XVWDID�g]W�UN¿��LQ��3HWHU�+�QVHOHU��HG����,P�'LHQVW�GHU�9HUV|KQXQJ��)�U�
HLQHQ� DXWKHQWLVFKHQ�'LDORJ� ]ZLVFKHQ�&KULVWHQ� XQG�0XVOLPHQ, Festschrift for Christian 
7UROO��5HJHQVEXUJ�������SS����²����¾7�UNLVFK�LVODPLVFKH�7KHRORJLH�LP�$XIEUXFK��0XVWDID�
g]W�UN�Ä'HU�.RUDQ�DOV�JHVFKLFKWOLFKH�5HGH¶¿��LQ��Lebendiges Zeugnis 63 (2008), issue 2, 
pp. 84–108.
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REVHUYHUV�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�,VODP�XVHG�WKLV�GHVLJQDWLRQ�4 The scholars thus 
GHVLJQDWHG�� KRZHYHU�� KDYH� VWDUWHG� WR� UHMHFW� WKH� QDPH��7KLV� KDG� YDULRXV�
PRWLYHV��)LUVWO\��WKH\�QRWLFHG�WKDW�HYHU\ERG\�ZKR�ZRUNHG�DW�WKH�$QNDUD�
)DFXOW\�ZDV�VXGGHQO\�FHOHEUDWHG�DV�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKLQNHU�DQG�JRW�LQYLWDWLRQV�
IURP�:HVWHUQ� LQVWLWXWLRQV�� 6HFRQGO\�� WKH\� VDLG� WKDW�$QNDUD� LV� RQO\� RQH�
FHQWUH�RI�JUDYLW\�IRU�WKH�PRYHPHQW��EXW�RWKHU�LPSRUWDQW�ÀJXUHV�ZRUN�DW�
'LYLQLW\� )DFXOWLHV� LQ� 6DPVXQ� RU� ,]PLU��$�PRUH� DSSURSULDWH� GHVLJQDWLRQ�
ZRXOG� WKHUHIRUH�EH� ¾WKH� úVOkPL\kW� FLUFOH¿�� L�H�� WKH�PRYHPHQW�EHKLQG� WKH�
MRXUQDO�RI�WKDW�QDPH��IRXQGHG�LQ�������EXW�WKLUGO\��DQG�VDGO\��QHLWKHU�WKH�
MRXUQDO�QRU�WKH�JURXS�H[LVWV�DQ\�PRUH��,QWHUQDO�GLVVHQW³D�QRUPDO��LQGHHG�
promising sign of academic life—and career changes brought the scholars 
apart. 7KH�3XEOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�$QNDUD�6FKRRO�� WKH�VHULHV�RI�ERRNV�DW�WKH�
EDVLV�RI�WKH�¾VFKRRO·V¿�GHVLJQDWLRQ��LV��KRZHYHU��WKULYLQJ�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ�
120 titles out, and counting.5 

&KDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKDW�W\SH�RI�WKHRORJ\�DUH�FRQFHSWXDOO\�GHPDQGLQJ�
UHÁHFWLRQ�RQ�ZKDW�.RUDQLF�H[HJHVLV�ZDV��LV�DQG�VKRXOG�EH��WKH�UHDGLQHVV�
WR�WDNH�XS�DSSURDFKHV�IURP�FRQWHPSRUDU\�:HVWHUQ�SKLORVRSKHUV��DQG�WKH�
application of historical methods to the understanding of the Koran and its 
interpretation throughout the centuries.

3. &RQWH[WV

21st� FHQWXU\� 7XUNLVK� WKHRORJ\� LV� WDNLQJ� SODFH� XQGHU� FKDOOHQJLQJ�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV� ZLWK� SUHMXGLFH� DQG� H[SHFWDWLRQ� IURP� YDULRXV� VLGHV�� ,Q�
RUGHU�WR�VNHWFK�WKH�VFHQH��VRPH�LQWURGXFWRU\�UHPDUNV�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�LQ�DQ�
LPSUHVVLRQLVWLF� DQG� VXJJHVWLYH�PDQQHU�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� E\�PHDQV� RI� D�ZHOO�
GRFXPHQWHG�DQG�DUJXHG�DQDO\VLV�

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

4�&I���H�J���:ROIJDQJ�*�QWHU�/HUFK��¾'HU�,VODP�LQ�GHU�0RGHUQH¿��LQ��$XV�3ROLWLN�XQG�
Zeitgeschehen 28/29 (2006), pp. 11–17, p. 15.

5�KWWS���ZZZ�DQNDUDRNXOX�FRP��+HUH��KRZHYHU��¾$QNDUD�6FKRRO¿�GRHV�QRW�GHVLJQDWH�D�
SDUWLFXODU�JURXS�RI�WKLQNHUV�EXW�WKH�DFDGHPLF�LQVWLWXWLRQ��WKH�)DFXOW\�

FELIX KÖRNER
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a) 6WDWH��.HPDOLVW�DQG�2WWRPDQ�KHULWDJHV

$�ÀUVW�FRQWH[W� IRU�DQ\�7XUNLVK� WKHRORJLDQ� LV� WKH�7XUNLVK�VWDWH�� ,WV�
IRXQGDWLRQ�ZDV�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�FUHDWH��LQ�D�FXOWXUDO�UHYROXWLRQ��D�XQLÀHG��
UDWKHU� XQLIRUP� QDWLRQ� VWDWH� ZLWK� PRGHUQ� VHFXODULVP� �ODLNOLN, i.e. the 
French ODwFLWp��� EUHDNLQJ�RII� IURP� WKH�2WWRPDQ� WUDGLWLRQ��7KH�7XUNLVK�
SRSXODWLRQ�� KRZHYHU�� KDV� EHHQ� UHGLVFRYHULQJ� DQG� UH�LPDJLQLQJ� WKH�
Ottoman heritage, both as cultural root and as political aspiration in 
VHYHUDO�ZDYHV��3UHVHQWO\��ERWK�KHULWDJHV��WKH�.HPDOLVW�DQG�WKH�2WWRPDQ�
RQHV��DUH�LQ�FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZKHQHYHU�GHFLVLRQV�DUH�WR�EH�WDNHQ�WKDW�FRQFHUQ�
WKH�VWDWH�DV�D�ZKROH�

b) 6RFLHW\��SOXUDOLVDWLRQ��SRODULVDWLRQ��SRZHU

7KHRORJ\� LV� DOZD\V� LQWHUDFWLQJ� ZLWK� VRFLHW\�� LW� KDV�� LQ� WKH� ÀUVW�
\HDUV� RI� WKH�$.� SDUW\� JRYHUQPHQW�� DIWHU� ������ XQGHUJRQH� D� SKDVH� RI�
SOXUDOLVDWLRQ�� &RQWHPSRUDU\� DUW� VFHQHV� DUH� ÁRXULVKLQJ� DQG� GHOLFDWH�
VXEMHFWV�FDQ�EH�GLVFXVVHG�ZLWK�LQFUHDVLQJ�RSHQQHVV��OLNH�WKH�$UPHQLDQ�
PDVVDFUHV� RI� WKH� ����·V� RU� &KULVWLDQ� PLVVLRQ� WRGD\�� ,Q� WKH� SXEOLF�
space, various expressions of life—also of religious life—are accepted, 
DFFRUGLQJ� WR�SULYDWH�FKRLFH��DV� OLYLQJ�VLGH�E\�VLGH��RQ� WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��
WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�WULHV�WR�IRUFH��SDWULDUFKDOO\��D�FRQVHUYDWLYH�YDOXH�V\VWHP�
RQWR� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ�� DQG� FDPSV� GHÀQH� WKHPVHOYHV� RYHU� DJDLQVW� HDFK�
RWKHU��7KHUH�DUH�VHFXODU�SURSKHWV�ZKR�DWWDFN�WKH�QHZ�0XVOLP�WHQGHQF\�WR�
ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�KLGGHQ�DJHQGD�RI�WXUQLQJ�7XUNH\�LQWR�DQ�LQWROHUDQW�VKDULD�
VWDWH��QRZ�WKH�YHLO� LV�DFFHSWHG��VRRQ� LW�ZLOO�EH�H[SHFWHG��2Q� WKH�RWKHU�
KDQG�� WKHUH�DUH�QHZ�0XVOLP�FULWLFV�DWWDFNLQJ�WKH�.HPDOLVWV�IRU�KDYLQJ�
XQMXVWO\�� LQGHHG��EUXWDOO\�EORFNHG�DQ\�RSHQLQJ�RI� WKH�FRXQWU\� WRZDUGV�
ZKDW� WKH�PDMRULW\�ZDQWV�� L�H��� WKH� SRVVLELOLW\� WR� OHDG� D�0XVOLP� OLIH³
ZKDWHYHU�WKDW�PHDQV��&XOWXUDO�SUHRFFXSDWLRQV�QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ��WKHUH�LV�
D�ZLGHO\�VKDUHG�SULGH�LQ�WKH�DFKLHYHPHQWV�RI�WKH�UHFHQW�HFRQRPLF�ERRP��
ZKLFK�HYHU\RQH�SHUFHLYHV�LQ�D�JUHDWO\�LPSURYHG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�OLYLQJ�

GADAMER RECEPTIONS AMONG TURKISH THEOLOGIANS
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VWDQGDUG��,Q�VXFK�D�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�JURZWK��WKH�UKHWRULFV�RI�OHDGHUVKLS�LQ�WKH�
DUHD� LV�QR� VXUSULVH��:KLOH�(XURSH�ZDQWV�7XUNH\� WR�EH�D�EULGJH��7XUNV�
RIIHU�PRUH�DPELWLRXV�YLVLRQV�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�IXWXUH��7KH\�VHH�WKHLU�IXWXUH�
DV�D�VXSHU�SRZHU�

c) 'L\DQHW��H[SHFWHG�KDUPRQ\

3DUW� RI� WKH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� WKH� 7XUNLVK� 5HSXEOLF� ZDV�� DIWHU� WKH�
DEROLWLRQ�RI�WKH�&DOLSKDWH��WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�D�SXEOLF�RIÀFH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�
5HOLJLRQ��:KDW�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�PRQWKV�ZDV�D�0LQLVWU\��DOUHDG\�LQ������EHFDPH�
WKH�¾'LUHFWRUDWH�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$IIDLUV¿��'L\DQHW�úüOHUL�%DüNDQO×ù×���ZLWK�LWV�
GLUHFWRU�QRPLQDWHG�E\�WKH�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU��7KH�DXWKRULW\�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�WR�
VHUYH�DV�D�WRRO�VDIHJXDUGLQJ�D�QRQ�,VODPLVW�W\SH�RI�,VODP�DJDLQVW�DOO�RWKHU�
UHDGLQJV�RI�,VODPLFLW\��VR�LQ�IDFW��WKH�¾'L\DQHW¿�LV�QRW�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�5HOLJLRXV�
$IIDLUV�DW�ODUJH�EXW�RQO\�RI�ZKDW�WKH�'LUHFWRUDWH�FRQVLGHUV�WR�EH�0XVOLP�
life, that is, all Koran based legal schools �PDʿăKLE, denominations) 
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�$OHYLWHV��)RU�&KULVWLDQV�DQG�-HZV��KRZHYHU��LW�LV�WKH�)RUHLJQ�
0LQLVWU\� WKDW� LV� LQ�FKDUJH��7KH�'L\DQHW�KDV�QR�de iure control over the 
7KHRORJLFDO� )DFXOWLHV�� 7KH\� DUH�� OLNH� DQ\� RWKHU� 8QLYHUVLW\� )DFXOW\��
DFFRXQWDEOH�WR�WKH�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��<g.��<�NVHN|ùUHWLP�
.XUXOX���6WLOO�� WKHUH� LV� D� OLYHO\�� DQG�FRQVWUXFWLYH�� FROODERUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�'L\DQHW�DQG�PDQ\�XQLYHUVLW\�WKHRORJLDQV��WKH�PDMRU�H[SHFWDWLRQ�IURP�
WKH�'LUHFWRUDWH·V�VLGH�FDQ�SHUKDSV�EH�H[SUHVVHG�DV�IROORZV��7KHRORJLDQV�
VKRXOG� KHOS� EHOLHYHUV� WR� OLYH� WKHLU� IDLWK� WRGD\�� IDFLQJ� WKH� FKDOOHQJHV� RI�
HQOLJKWHQPHQW�UHDVRQ��VHFXODULW\�DQG�PDWHULDOLVP��E\�TXDOLW\�UHVHDUFK�DQG�
E\�SURSRVLQJ�D�KDUPRQLRXV�YLHZ�WKDW�DOORZV�RQH�WR�EH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�
faithful and modern.

d) 8QLYHUVLW\��WKHRORJ\�DV�XQVFLHQWLÀF��RU�LUUHOLJLRXV

$� XQLYHUVLW\�� ZLWK� LWV� ZHDOWK� RI� GLVFLSOLQHV�� DSSURDFKHV� DQG�
SUHVXSSRVLWLRQV��SRVHV�D�SDUWLFXODU�FKDOOHQJH�WR�WKHRORJ\��7KLV�KDV�RIWHQ�

FELIX KÖRNER
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proven productive.6�3DUW�RI�D�XQLYHUVLW\�VFHQDULR�LV�WKDW�VRPH�FROOHDJXHV�
ZLOO�FRQVLGHU�WKH�ZKROH�DWWHPSW�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�TXHVWLRQV�OLNH�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�
*RG�RU�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�D�IDLWK�WUDGLWLRQ�IRU�WRGD\�DV�PLVEHJRWWHQ�RU�DW�OHDVW�
QRW� VFLHQWLÀF��XQVFKRODUO\��$QRWKHU�FULWLFLVP� LV� WKDW� WKHRORJ\�DV� VWXGLHG�
DW� 8QLYHUVLW\� )DFXOWLHV� GDPDJHV� WUXH� EHOLHI�� ERWK� YLHZV�PD\� VKDUH� WKH�
FRPPRQ�SUHVXSSRVLWLRQ�WKDW�UHDVRQ�DQG�IDLWK�DUH�PXWXDOO\�H[FOXVLYH��,Q�
7XUNH\��0XVOLP�WKHRORJLDQV�FDQ�IDFH�D�VLPLODU�WZR�VLGH�DWWDFN�

e) )DFXOWLHV��DFWLYLVP�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDOLW\

:KDW� LV� LW� OLNH� WR�ZRUN� DV� D� XQLYHUVLW\� WKHRORJLDQ� LQ�7XUNH\"�7KH�
various expectations and objections mentioned, but also media interest or 
SHUVRQDO�DPELWLRQ�OHDG��LQ�PDQ\�D�7XUNLVK�)DFXOW\��WR�DQ�DWPRVSKHUH�RI�
DFWLYLVP��SDWLHQW��ORQJ�WHUP�VFKRODUVKLS�LV�D�UHODWLYHO\�UDUH�SKHQRPHQRQ��
WKH�¾SXEOLVK�RU�SHULVK¿�SUHVVXUH�PDNHV�IRU�TXLFN�SURGXFWLRQV��$�FXOWXUH�RI�
LQWHUDFWLRQ�ZLWK�VFKRODUV�IURP�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�KDV�HYROYHG� LPSUHVVLYHO\�
LQ�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGHV��0DQ\�RI�WKH�\RXQJHU�SURIHVVRUV�KDYH�VSHQW�PRQWKV��LI�
QRW�\HDUV�LQ�WKH�$UDE�ZRUOG�DQG�LQ�$XVWULD��)UDQFH��*HUPDQ\��*UHDW�%ULWDLQ�
RU�WKH�8�6��)XUWKHUPRUH��\RXQJ�VFKRODUV�DUH�DEOH�WR�ÀQG�7XUNLVK�IXQGLQJ�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�LQYLWH�WRS�,VODPLF�VFKRODUV�IURP�(XURSH�WR�VSHDN�LQ�$QNDUD�RU�
Istanbul.

f) $QNDUD��5DKPDQ³5RPH

$QNDUD� LV� WKH�ROGHVW�7KHRORJLFDO�)DFXOW\�ZRUNLQJ�DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�
QHZ�PRGHO�DQG�LW�KDV�DWWUDFWHG�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ��HYHQ�KRSH��RI�0XVOLP�UHIRUP�
ÀJXUHV�OLNH�)D]OXU�5DKPDQ��KH�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�ZKDW�LV�WRGD\�3DNLVWDQ�DQG�KDG�

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

6 Cf. the evaluation of the German Wissenschaftsrat in its 2010 document Empfe-
KOXQJHQ�]XU�:HLWHUHQWZLFNOXQJ�YRQ�7KHRORJLHQ�XQG�UHOLJLRQVEH]RJHQHQ�:LVVHQVFKDIWHQ�DQ�
deutschen Hochschulen �KWWS���ZZZ�ZLVVHQVFKDIWVUDW�GH�GRZQORDG�DUFKLY���������SGI��
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D�UHPDUNDEOH�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�0XVOLP�UHIRUP�WKLQNHUV��HQYLVLRQLQJ�D�V\QWKHVLV�
RI� ,VODP�DQG�0RGHUQLW\��DV�SURIHVVRU� LQ�&KLFDJR��+H�GLHG� LQ�������DQG�
KLV� YLVLWV� WR�7XUNH\� DV�ZHOO� DV� KLV�ZULWLQJV�PDUNHG� D�ZKROH� JHQHUDWLRQ�
RI� UHÁHFWLQJ� 7XUNV�7� (YHQ� WKH� ZRUG� ¾5DKPDQLVP¿� LV� XVHG�� VRPHWLPHV�
FULWLFDOO\�� WR� GHVLJQDWH�0XVOLP�PRGHUQLVWV� WKDW� DSSHDO� WR� KLV�ZRUN��+LV�
SULPDU\� LQWXLWLRQ�� ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� .RUDQ� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�� ZDV� WKDW� WKH�
HWKLFDO�QRUPV�H[HPSOLÀHG�LQ�WKH�.RUDQ·V�UXOLQJV��QHHG�WR�EH�WUDQVSRVHG�
DQG�UH�DSSOLHG�LQ�HYHU\�JHQHUDWLRQ��,PSRUWDQW�ÀJXUHV�DPRQJ�WKH�emeriti 
DW�$QNDUD�PDUNHG�WKHLU�VXFFHVVRUV�E\�HQFRXUDJLQJ�WKHP�WR�VWXG\��SDUWO\��
DW� :HVWHUQ� 8QLYHUVLWLHV� DQG� LQ� SURPRWLQJ� QHZ� TXHVWLRQV� DQG� DQVZHUV�
EH\RQG�ZKDW�ZDV� VHHQ� DV� SROLWLFDOO\� FRUUHFW� WKHQ��7KUHH� QDPHV� VKRXOG�
EH� PHQWLRQHG�� WKH� V\VWHPDWLF� WKHRORJLDQ� +�VH\LQ� $WD\�� 0HKPHW� 6DLG�
+DWLERùOX��D� UHQRZQHG�˕DGĦ̟� VFKRODU��DQG�%H\]D�%LOJLQ�� VKH� LQWURGXFHG�
WKH� GLVFLSOLQH� RI� UHOLJLRXV� SHGDJRJ\� LQWR�0XVOLP� 7KHRORJ\��$QNDUD� LV�
celebrating the 25th�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�D�OHFWXUHUV·�H[FKDQJH�SURJUDPPH�ZLWK�
WKH�*UHJRULDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��5RPH��DPRQJ�LWV�RWKHU�FROODERUDWLRQV�RQH�QHHGV�
WR�EH�UHFRUGHG��IXQGHG�E\�Eugen Biser Foundation, Munich, Christian and 
0XVOLP�VFKRODUV�KDYH�ZULWWHQ�D�GLFWLRQDU\�RI�EDVLF�WKHRORJLFDO�YRFDEXODU\�
DSSHDULQJ�LQ�ERWK�*HUPDQ�DQG�7XUNLVK8.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

7�/H[LNRQ�GHV�'LDORJV��*UXQGEHJULIIH�DXV�&KULVWHQWXP�XQG�,VODP� Freiburg 2013.
8� ,W� LV� SUHFLVHO\� WKH�$QNDUD�2NXOX� SXEOLVKHU� WKDW� SURYLGHV�7XUNLVK� WUDQVODWLRQV� RI�

)D]OXU�5DKPDQ·V�±XYUH��úVODP��WUDQVODWHG�E\�0HKPHG�$\G×QD�DQG�0HKPHG�'Dù��$QNDUD�
������$QD�.RQXODU×\OD�.XU·DQ��WUDQVODWHG�E\�$OSDUVODQ�$o×NJHQo��$QNDUD�������úVODP�YH�
dDùGDüO×N��WUDQVODWHG�E\�$OSDUVODQ�$o×NJHQo�DQG�0��+D\UL�.×UEDüRùOX��$QNDUD����6. Tarih 
%R\XQFD� úVODPv�0HWRGRORML� 6RUXQX�� WUDQVODWHG� E\� 6DOLK�$NGHPLU��$QNDUD� ������ úVODPv�
Yenilenme��0DNDOHOHU�,��WUDQVODWHG�E\�$GLO�dLIWoL��$QNDUD�������úVODP�*HOHQHùLQGH�6DùO×N�
YH�7×S��WUDQVODWHG�E\�$��%�OHQW�%DORùOX�DQG�$GLO�dLIWoL��$QNDUD�������úVODPv�<HQLOHQPH. 
0DNDOHOHU� ,,�� WUDQVODWHG� E\�$GLO� dLIWoL��$QNDUD� ������ úVODPv� <HQLOHQPH��0DNDOHOHU� ,,,��
WUDQVODWHG�E\�$GLO�dLIWoL��$QNDUD�������úVODPv�<HQLOHQPH��0DNDOHOHU�,9��WUDQVODWHG�E\�$GLO�
dLIWoL��$QNDUD� ������ úVODP·GD� úK\D� YH�5HIRUP��%LU� úVODP�)XQGDPHQWDOL]PL� úQFHOHPHVL��
WUDQVODWHG�E\�)HKUXOODK�7HUNDQ��$QNDUD������
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g) 7UDGLWLRQ��FODVVLFDO�YV��PRGHUQ

2QH� ÀQDO� FRQWH[WXDOLVDWLRQ� RI� 7XUNLVK� .RUDQ� KHUPHQHXWLFV� QHHGV�
WR� EH� UHPDUNHG�� 7KHUH� DUH� WZR� GLIIHUHQW� WUDGLWLRQV� RI�0XVOLP� .RUDQLF�
H[HJHVLV�� 2Q� WKH� RQH� KDQG� WKHUH� LV� WKH� FODVVLFDO� WUDGLWLRQ�� ZKLFK� ZDV�
PHWKRGRORJLFDOO\�VKDUS�DQG�SURGXFWLYH��DQG�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�
hand, since the late 19th�FHQWXU\��D�PRGHUQ�UH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�WKH�.RUDQ��,W�
OHDG� WR� D�0XVOLP� VHOI�FULWLFLVP� IRUZDUGHG� E\� DXWKRUV� OLNH�0X˕DPPDG�
¶$EGXK��G���������WKH\�FODLPHG�WKDW�SUHFLVHO\�EHFDXVH�0XVOLPV�KDG�QRW�
EHHQ� UHDGLQJ� WKH�.RUDQ�DWWHQWLYHO\�� ,VODP�KDG� UXQ�RII� WKH� WUDFN�RI� IDLWK�
DQG� VXFFHVV�� 6FLHQWLÀF� GLVFRYHULHV� DQG� WHFKQRORJLFDO� DFKLHYHPHQWV� RI�
PRGHUQLW\�KDG�EHHQ�PHQWLRQHG�DOUHDG\�LQ�WKH�.RUDQ��WKH\�VD\��DQG�ZKDW�
PD\�VRXQG�OLNH�RGG�PLUDFOHV�LV�HDVLO\�H[SODLQHG�E\�PRGHUQ�VFLHQFH��7KH�
approach is called WDIVĦU�¶LOPĦ��VFLHQWLÀF�H[HJHVLV���EXW�LW�UDWKHU�SURYHG�WR�
be an eisegesis� RI�ZKDW� WKH� LQWHUSUHWHUV�QHHGHG� LQ�RUGHU� WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�
WKHLU� RZQ� PRGHUQLW\�9 The classical tradition of Koranic exegesis can 
EH� FDOOHG�� E\� FRQWUDVW� ¶LOP� DW�WDIVĦU, that is, the scholarship of (Koran) 
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� �FI�� +HEUHZ� S å U��� ,W� FRPSULVHV� PDQ\� PHWKRGV� WKDW�
PRGHUQ�KLVWRULFDO�FULWLFDO�H[HJHVLV�RI�WKH�%LEOH�ZRXOG�FRXQW�LQ�LWV�FDQRQ�
RI�GLVFLSOLQHV�DV�ZHOO��$PRQJ�WKH�ÀHOGV�RI�UHVHDUFK�RI�FODVVLFDO�WDIVĦU are: 
TLUD·ăW��WKDW�LV��D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�YDULDQW�UHDGLQJV�LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V�VLPLODU�WR�
textual criticism; QDʋZ��SKLORORJLFDO�UHVHDUFKHV�LQWR�.RUDQLF�YRFDEXODU\�
and grammar; DVEăE�DQ�QX]ŗO��WKH�¾RFFDVLRQV�RI�WKH�VHQGLQJ�GRZQ¿��WKDW�
LV�� WKH� VWXG\� RI� PHVVDJHV� RQ� WKH� RULJLQDO� FRQWH[W� RI� LQGLYLGXDO� .RUDQ�
YHUVHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�0X˕DPPDG��DV�D�UHOHYDQW�WRRO�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
WKHLU�PHVVDJH�FRUUHFWO\��,VUă·ĦOĦ\ăW, the explication of Koranic allusions 
WR�ÀJXUHV�DQG�HYHQWV�IURP�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�,VUDHO�RU�WKH�&KXUFK��EDOăěD, the 
VWXG\�RI�UKHWRULFDO�IRUPV�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SULQFLSOHV�RI�.RUDQLF�ODQJXDJH��

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

9�&I��5RWUDXG�:LHODQGW��¾([HJHVLV�RI�WKH�4XU·ăQ��(DUO\�0RGHUQ�DQG�&RQWHPSRUDU\¿��
in: Jane D. McAuliffe (ed.), (QF\FORSDHGLD�RI�WKH�4XU·ăQ, vol. 2, Leiden 2002, pp. 124–42.
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and in a discipline called X̓ŗO�DW�WDIVĦU��VRPHWLPHV�HYHQ�PHWD�UHÁH[LRQ�RQ�
WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�H[HJHVLV�ZDV�FRQGXFWHG��6R��LI�.RUDQ�H[HJHWHV�WRGD\�ZDQW�
WR�H[DPLQH�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�.RUDQLF�WH[W��WKH\�DUH�QRW�VWDUWLQJ�
DW�SRLQW�]HUR�EXW�ÀQG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�D�YDVW�DQG�QHYHU�YDQLVKHG�WUDGLWLRQ�

4. $XWKRUV

7ZR�DXWKRUV�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG�KHUH�10�2QH�LV�IURP�WKH�%ODFN�6HD��IURP�
6DPVXQ��ZKHUH�KH� DOVR� WHDFKHV� DW� WKH�7KHRORJLFDO�)DFXOW\��%XUKDQHWWLQ�
7DWDU��E���������2Q�WRS�RI�KLV�WKHRORJLFDO�VWXGLHV�WKHUH��KH�ZURWH�D�GRFWRUDO�
thesis at the Catholic University of America�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&�11

7KH� RWKHU� LV�0HKPHW� 3DoDF×� �E�� ����� LQ� %ROX��� 3DoDF×� FRQGXFWHG�
PRVW� RI� KLV� VWXGLHV� LQ�$QNDUD�� KH�ZDV�� KRZHYHU�� DEOH� WR� VSHQG� D� WHUP�
DW�0DQFKHVWHU�8QLYHUVLW\�� ZKHUH� KH� VSHFLDOLVHG� LQ�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW� DQG�
intertestamental studies under Barnabas Lindars; and he attended classes 
RI� WKH� ZHOO�NQRZQ� SKLORVRSKHU�$KPHW� úQDP� DW�Middle East Technical 
University��$QNDUD�

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

10�$W� OHDVW� WZR� RWKHU�7XUNLVK� YRLFHV� GHVHUYH�PHQWLRQLQJ�� ERWK� WKHRORJLDQV� DW� WKH�
7KHRORJLFDO�)DFXOW\�RI�'RNX]�(\O�O�hQLYHUVLWHVL��,]PLU���L��$GLO�dLIWoL��QRZ�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�
)DFXOW\·V�GHSDUWPHQW�RI�VRFLRORJ\�RI�UHOLJLRQ��KH�GLVFXVVHV�*DGDPHU�LQ�KLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ��
)D]OXU�5DKPDQ�LOH�úVODP·×�<HQLGHQ�'�ü�QPHN�>5HWKLQNLQJ�,VODP�ZLWK�)D]OXU�5DKPDQ@, 
$QNDUD�������SS�����²�����$Q�(QJOLVK�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VHFWLRQ�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�)HOL[�
.|UQHU��5HYLVLRQLVW�.RUDQ�+HUPHQHXWLFV�LQ�&RQWHPSRUDU\�7XUNLVK�8QLYHUVLW\�7KHRORJ\��
5HWKLQNLQJ�,VODP��:�U]EXUJ�������SS�����²������LL��2VPDQ�%LOHQ��ZKR�LV�D�SKLORVRSKHU�
RI�UHOLJLRQ��KLV�GRFWRUDO�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�DV�The Historicity of Understanding 
DQG�7KH�3UREOHP�RI�5HODWLYLVP�LQ�*DGDPHU·V�3KLORVRSKLFDO�+HUPHQHXWLFV��:DVKLQJWRQ��
D. C., 2000. 

11 Published as: Burhanettin Tatar, Interpretation and the Problem of the Intention of 
the Author. H.-G. Gadamer vs. E. D. Hirsch���&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH�DQG�&RQWHPSRUDU\�&KDQJH�
6HULHV�,,$��,VODP�9��:DVKLQJWRQ��'��&��������
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a) 7DWDU

%XUKDQHWWLQ�7DWDU��LQ�D�SURJUDPPDWLF�DUWLFOH�RI�WKH�\HDU������12 offers 
DQ� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� WKHRU\� RI� WKH�.RUDQ��+LV� YLHZ� FDQ� EH� VXPPDULVHG� DV�
IROORZV�

(1) Interpretation of the Koran is a form of life.
7KHUHIRUH�� LW� LV� D� YLYLG� SURFHVV�� ZKLFK� RQH� ZLOO� QRW� EH� DEOH� WR�

XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�SUDFWLFH�LI�RQO\�VHHQ�DV�D�WH[WXDO�HYHQW��$�TXHVWLRQ�OLNH��
¾+RZ�GR�0XVOLPV�de facto�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�WKH�.RUDQ"¿�LV�PRUH�UHOHYDQW�DQG�
DQVZHUDEOH�WKDQ�¾:KLFK�RI�WZR�JLYHQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�LV�FRUUHFW"¿�

(2) The Koran has different modes of existence.
7KLV�ÀQGLQJ� LV� D� FRQVHTXHQFH� RI� ORRNLQJ� QRW� RQO\� DW�ZKDW� ,VODPLF�

H[HJHWHV�DUH�VD\LQJ�DERXW�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKHLU�WH[W��EXW�DW�REVHUYLQJ�ZKDW�
0XVOLPV�DUH�UHDOO\�GRLQJ�ZLWK�LW��7DWDU�JLYHV�WKUHH�H[DPSOHV�RI�PRGHV�LQ�
ZKLFK�WKH�.RUDQ�LV�D�JLYHQ��

� �D��:ULWWHQ��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�.RUDQ�H[LVWV�DV�D�FRGLÀHG�HQVHPEOH�
RI�ZRUGV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�WDNHQ�DV�VHOI�HYLGHQW��,W�UHTXLUHV�IXUWKHU�UHÁHFWLRQ�
�FI��EHORZ��WKHVLV����

 (b) Actual. Tatar points out that Muslims are�FRQVWDQWO\�UHIHUULQJ�
WR�WKH�.RUDQ��HYHQ�WKRXJK�PDQ\�ZRXOG�KDUGO\�IHHO�DQ\�QHHG�WR�UHÁHFW��OHW�
DORQH�MXVWLI\��WKHLU�WH[W�UHIHUHQFH�

� �F��6\PEROLF��7KLV�LV�7DWDU·V�PRVW�RULJLQDO�SRLQW��7KH�.RUDQ��KH�
REVHUYHV��LV�QRW�LQ�LWVHOI�JLYLQJ�WKH�DQVZHUV��2QH�PLJKW��UDWKHU��FRPSDUH�LW�
WR�WKH�.D¶ED��WKH�0HFFD�VDQFWXDU\�WR�ZKLFK�0XVOLPV�WXUQ�IRU�SUD\HU��+HUH��
WKH�TXHVWLRQ�¾:KDW�GRHV�WKH�.D¶ED�VD\"¿�ZRXOG�HYLGHQWO\�EH�RGG��RU��HYHQ�

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

12�%XUKDQHWWLQ�7DWDU��¾.XU·DQ·×�<RUXPODPD�6RUXQX¿��LQ��.XU·DQ�YH�'LO��'LOELOLP�YH�
+HUPHQ|WLN�6HPSR]\XPX��0D\����DQG�����������9DQ�������SS�����²�����7UDQVODWHG�DV�
¾'DV�3UREOHP�GHU�.RUDQDXVOHJXQJ¿�LQ�$OWHU�7H[W�²�QHXHU�.RQWH[W� pp. 104–124.
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PRUH�VR��D�VWXG\�RQ�¾:KDW�ZLOO�RU�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�EH�OLNH��LI�ZH�ZDQW�WR�
OLYH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�.D¶ED"¿��6\PEROV�FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�PDQ\�PRUH�
VHQVHV�WKDQ�RQO\�WKLV�RU�WKDW�UHJXODWLRQ��

����)L[DWLRQ�LQ�ZULWLQJ�RSHQV�WKH�WH[W�
7KLV� WKHVLV� LV� VXUSULVLQJ�� ,V� LW� QRW� SUHFLVHO\� WKH� WUDQVLWLRQ� IURP� WKH�

OLYLQJ�LQWHUDFWLRQ�WR�WKH�LPPRYDEOH�FRGH[�WKDW�FORVHV�OLEHUW\�GRZQ"�1R��D�
SDUWLFXODU�GLVFXUVLYH�VLWXDWLRQ��WKURXJK�LWV�SRVVLELOLW\�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�LQ�
JHVWXUH�� WRQDOLW\� DQG�ZRUG�� UHDFWLQJ� WR� WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� DXGLHQFH�DQG�
previous events still conscious to the listeners: such a particular situation 
LV� QHDUO\� XQDPELJXRXV��7KH�ZULWWHQ� WH[W�� KRZHYHU�� LV�PHDQW� WR� EHFRPH�
UHOHYDQW�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�VLWXDWLRQV��IRU�GLIIHUHQW�SHRSOH�WKURXJKRXW�KLVWRU\��DQG�
WKHUHIRUH�LV�QRZ�HPSRZHUHG�DQG�OLEHUDWHG�WR�FRQYH\��HDFK�WLPH��D�GLIIHUHQW�
PHVVDJH�³%XW�VXUHO\� WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�HDFK�.RUDQLF� VXUD�FDQ�EH�SLQQHG�
GRZQ"�1R��VD\V�7DWDU��6XFK�DQ�REMHFWLÀHG�FRQFHSW�RI�PHDQLQJ�SUHWHQGV�
WKDW�ZH�FDQ�LVRODWH�DQG�SRVVHVV�ELWV�RI�PHDQLQJ�WKDW�PDNH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�
FRQWUROODEOH��HYHQ�XQQHFHVVDU\��:KDW�LV�QHHGHG��LV��LQ�IDFW�D�FKDQJH�IURP�D�
PHWDSK\VLFV�RI�VXEVWDQFH�WR�D�RQH�RI�UHODWLRQVKLS��7KXV��KH�FDQ�JR�RQ�WR�VD\�

����,Q�PHWDSK\VLFV�RI�UHODWLRQ��PHDQLQJ�LV�QR�VXEVWDQFH�
It rather comes into being through interaction and has no existence 

RXWVLGH� RI� OLYHG� UHODWLRQVKLSV�� 6R�� IRU� RWKHU� UHDGHUV� RI� WKH� .RUDQ� ZKR�
VWDQG�LQ�DFWLYH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�WH[W�RQH�KDV�QR�ULJKW�RU�LQGHHG�
NQRZOHGJH�WR�MXGJH�WKHLU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��,W�LV�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ·V�
HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK� WKH� WH[W�ZKLOH� UHDGLQJ� LW� QRZ� WKDW� OHWV� LWV� QRZ�PHDQLQJ�
VKLQH�IRUWK�³%XW�LVQ·W�WKLV�JRLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�.RUDQ·V�VHOI�GHVLJQDWLRQ�DV�
WKH�ERRN�DERXW�ZKLFK�WKHUH�LV�QR�GRXEW��������L�H���DV�SURYLGHU�RI�FODULW\��
XQLÀFDWLRQ�DQG�WUXVW"

(5) Interpretation is creating meaning.
The Koran is calling itself, even in the verse just quoted (2:2) a 

KXGă�� WKDW� LV�� ¾D�JXLGDQFH¿��1RZ�� ULJKWO\�FRQVLGHUHG��ZKDW�D�JXLGH�GRHV�
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is not giving once-for-all instructions; the guide, rather, accompanies the 
ZDQGHUHU��DQG��DW�HYHU\� LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RU�RWKHU�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�GRXEW��JLYHV�D�
QHZ�LQVWUXFWLRQ��)RU�HDFK�SHUVRQ·V�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�WKLV�PRPHQW�� WKH�.RUDQ�
RIIHUV�D�JXLGLQJ�DQVZHU��QRW�RQH�WKDW�VLPSO\�QHHGV�WR�EH�UHDG��WKRXJK��7KH�
.RUDQLF�DQVZHU�LV��UDWKHU��WKH�SURGXFW�RI�WKH�VHULRXV�SURFHVV�RI�WU\LQJ�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�ÀQG�WKH�VROXWLRQ�IRU�QRZ��

7KLV�LV��LQ�VNHWFK��7DWDU·V�YLHZ��,V�LW�*DGDPHULDQ"�
7DWDU�LV�VWURQJO\�LQVSLUHG�E\�*DGDPHU·V�REVHUYDWLRQ�WKDW�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�

LV� DQ� DFWLYH� SURGXFWLRQ�� *DGDPHU� ZDV� FRQYLQFHG� WKDW� ¾RQO\� LQ�
interpretation the meaning that is to be understood receives its concretion 
DQG�FRPSOHWLRQ¿�13�7KLV�LV�SUREDEO\�WKH�VWURQJHVW�LPSXOVH�7DWDU�JRW�IURP�
*DGDPHU��DQG�LW�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SRLQW�WR�PDNH��

+H�VHHPV��KRZHYHU�� WR�FULWLFLVH�*DGDPHU�IRU�EHOLHYLQJ� LQ�REMHFWLYH�
entities of meaning.14 In that, Tatar is differing from Gadamer. One might 
DOVR� DVN�ZKHWKHU� WKHUH� DUH� LQ� KLV� DSSURDFK� SRLQWV� LQ� QHHG� RI� FULWLFLVP��
FULWLFLVHG�E\�H[SOLFLW�*DGDPHULDQ�FRQFHSWV��RU�E\�D�QHZ�DUJXPHQW��7KUHH�
UHPDUNV�FDQ�EH�PDGH�

�L��7KH�ÀUVW�LV�D�SKLORVRSKLFDO�DUJXPHQW�ZKLFK�VHHPV�WR�EH�DOVR�LQ�WKH�
EDFNJURXQG� RI�*DGDPHU·V� REVHUYDWLRQ� WKDW� WKH� LQWHUSUHWHU� IHHOV� ¾ERXQG�
WR�WKH�WH[W·V�PHDQLQJ¿��,I��DV�7DWDU�VHHPV�WR�VD\��WKH�.RUDQ�LV�UHDOO\�RQO\�
D� V\PEROLF� WH[W� DQG� DOO� LQVWDQFHV� RI� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� DUH� XQSUHGLFWDEOH��
XQUHVWULFWHG��XQFRQWUROODEOH��RQH�PLJKW�ORVH�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�MXGJLQJ�VRPH�
interpretations as GHÀQLWLYHO\�IDOVH��6XUHO\��RQH�PLJKW�REMHFW�DJDLQVW�7DWDU��

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

13�,Q�WKH�*HUPDQ�RULJLQDO�KH�ZULWHV�WKDW�¾VLFK�LQ�GHU�$XVOHJXQJ�GHU�]X�YHUVWHKHQGH�
6LQQ�HUVW�NRQNUHWLVLHUW�XQG�YROOHQGHW¿��+DQV�*HRUJ�*DGDPHU��Wahrheit und Methode, vol. 
���7�ELQJHQ�������S������������HGLWLRQ��S�������

14�*DGDPHU�FRQWLQXHV�WKH�VHQWHQFH�MXVW�TXRWHG�E\�VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�LV�VWLOO�
DOZD\V�WU\LQJ�WR�NHHS�WR�WKH�WH[W·V�PHDQLQJ��¾GD��DEHU�JOHLFKZRKO�GLHVHV�DXVOHJHQGH�7XQ�
VLFK�YROOVWlQGLJ�DQ�GHQ�6LQQ�GHV�7H[WHV�JHEXQGHQ�I�KOW¿��LELG���
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QR�VHULRXV�LQWHUSUHWHU�RI�WKH�.RUDQ�ZRXOG�KROG�WKDW�,�FDQ�UHDG�SDVVDJHV�OLNH�
5:15115�DV�DQ�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�WR�NLOO�P\�FKLOGUHQ��RU�DW�OHDVW�RQH�RI�WKHP��
RU� RQH� RI�P\� EURWKHU·V�� IRU�PDWHULDO�ZRUULHV��7KLV� H[DPSOH�PD\� VKRZ�
WKDW�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�PHDQLQJ�ZKLFK�LV�DOZD\V�KDSSHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�
of application—inseparable from interpretation and comprehension—is 
QRWKLQJ�DUELWUDU\�

�LL�� *DGDPHU� LQWURGXFHV� WKH� DZDUHQHVV� RI� HIIHFWLYH� KLVWRU\� DV� D�
FDWHJRU\� IRU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�16�:KDW� WKH� FODVVLFDO� ,VODPLF�
H[HJHWHV� PHWKRGRORJLFDOO\� WULHG� WR� GR� ZDV� WR� ÀQG� RXW� ZKDW� WKH� ÀUVW�
0XVOLPV�XQGHUVWRRG�ZKHQ�WKH\�KHDUG�WKH�.RUDQ��6XUHO\��WKH�ÀUVW�KHDUHUV·�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�LV�QRW�DQ�LPPHGLDWH�DQVZHU�WR�WRGD\·V�TXHVWLRQV��EXW�LW�ZLOO³
LI� LW� FDQ� EH� HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ� DQ� KLVWRULFDOO\� UHOLDEOH�ZD\³JLYH� LPSRUWDQW�
FOXHV�IRU�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�QRZ�DQG�H[FOXGH�PDQ\�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV�

�LLL�� $JDLQ� LQ� WKH� YHLQ� RI� HIIHFWLYH� KLVWRU\�� LW� VKRXOG� EH� DW� OHDVW�
LQWHUHVWLQJ��WKRXJK�QRW�LPPHGLDWHO\�GHFLVLYH��WR�VHH�ZKDW�0XVOLPV�ZHUH�
DFWXDOO\�GRLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�.RUDQ�LQ�WLPHV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�,VODPLF�
KH\GD\V��:KDW�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� ZDV� WKH� UROH� RI� WKH� WH[W�� LQ� WKH� 2WWRPDQ�
HPSLUH·V� FODVVLFDO� \HDUV"� ,W� LV� DORQJ� WKHVH� OLQHV� WKDW� RXU� VHFRQG� DXWKRU�
KDV�FRPH�WR�LQTXLUH�LQ�VHDUFK�RI�D�VROLG�JURXQG�IRU�WUXO\�0XVOLP�.RUDQ�
hermeneutics.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

15�,Q�3LFNWKDOO·V�UHQGHULQJ��6D\��&RPH��,�ZLOO�UHFLWH�XQWR�\RX�WKDW�ZKLFK�\RXU�/RUG�
KDWK�PDGH�D�VDFUHG�GXW\�IRU�\RX��WKDW�\H�DVFULEH�QR�WKLQJ�DV�SDUWQHU�XQWR�+LP�DQG�WKDW�\H�
GR�JRRG�WR�SDUHQWV��DQG�WKDW�\H�VOD\�QRW�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�EHFDXVH�RI�SHQXU\��:H�SURYLGH�IRU�
\RX�DQG�IRU�WKHP�DQG�WKDW�\H�GUDZ�QRW�QLJK�WR�OHZG�WKLQJV�ZKHWKHU�RSHQ�RU�FRQFHDOHG��$QG�
WKDW�\H�VOD\�QRW�WKH�OLIH�ZKLFK�$OODK�KDWK�PDGH�VDFUHG��VDYH�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�MXVWLFH��7KLV�
+H�KDWK�FRPPDQGHG�\RX��LQ�RUGHU�WKDW�\H�PD\�GLVFHUQ�

16 Wahrheit und Methode�� YRO�� ��� S�� ����� ¾$QDO\VH� GHV� ZLUNXQJVJHVFKLFKWOLFKHQ�
%HZX�WVHLQV¿�������HGLWLRQ��S�������
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b) 3DoDF×

:LWK�D�IRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�DQG�PRGHUQ�PHWKRGRORJ\�RI�H[HJHVLV�
RI�ERWK�WKH�.RUDQ�DQG�WKH�%LEOH��LW�LV�QRW�VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�0HKPHW�3DoDF×�
KDV�SUHVHQWHG�WR�KLV�UHDGHUV�LPSRUWDQW�ÀQGLQJV��2QH�H[DPSOH�PD\�VXIÀFH�
here. A famous crux interpretum is encountered in the Koranic sura al-
L˛Oă̓��������,W�LV�D�VKRUW�VXUD��VR�LW�PD\�EH�ZRUWKZKLOH�SUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�ZKROH�
WH[W�LQ�VFKRODUO\�WUDQVFULSWLRQ��

TXO�KXZD�OOăKX�D˕DG���$OOăKX�̓�̓DPDG���ODP�\DOLG�ZD�ODP�\ŗODG���ZD�
ODP�\DNXQ�ODKŗ�NXIXZDQ�D˕DG. 

,Q� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ� RI�0��0DUPDGXNH�3LFNWKDOO� �G�� ������� D� FRQYHUW�
IURP�&KULVWLDQLW\�WR�,VODP�DQG�SRHW��WKH�PHDQLQJ�FDQ�EH�UHQGHUHG�WKXV��

6D\��+H� LV�$OODK�� WKH�2QH�� ��$OODK�� WKH�HWHUQDOO\�%HVRXJKW�RI�DOO�� ��
+H�EHJHWWHWK�QRW�QRU�ZDV�EHJRWWHQ����$QG�WKHUH�LV�QRQH�FRPSDUDEOH�XQWR�
Him.

:KDW�3LFNWKDOO�WUDQVODWHV�¾WKH�HWHUQDOO\�%HVRXJKW�RI�DOO¿�LV��LQ�$UDELF��
D̓�̓DPDG�� 7KH� GLFWLRQDULHV� DQG� FRPPHQWDULHV� DUH� QRWRULRXVO\� KHOSOHVV�
ZKHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�H[SODLQ� WKLV�.RUDQLF�hapaxlegomenon. In a paper of the 
\HDU�������3DoDF×�RIIHUV�D�FRQYLQFLQJ�VROXWLRQ�17 His translation is ‹the 
URFN�¿�1RW� WKDW� WKLV� UHQGHULQJ�ZRXOG� EH� XQNQRZQ� DPRQJ� WKH³PDQ\³
H[SODQDWLRQV� SURYLGHG� E\� WKH� GLFWLRQDULHV�� EXW� KH� FDQ� DOVR� IXUQLVK�
D� FRQWH[WXDO� H[SODQDWLRQ� ZKLFK� VKHGV� OLJKW� RQ� WKH� .RUDQ·V� HDUOLHVW�
environment.

+H� ORRNV� DW� �th� FHQWXU\� -XGDLVP� RQ� WKH�$UDELDQ� SHQLQVXOD�18� -HZV�
ZRXOG�KDYH�PHW�LQ�WKHLU�V\QDJRJXHV�DQG�KDYH�OLVWHQHG�WR�7RUDK�DQG�RWKHU�

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

17� ¾'H� .L� $OODK� %LU·GLU�� DKDG� KkG�� 6DPL� 'LQL� *HOHQHùL� 3HUVSHNWLÀQGHQ� úKODV�
6�UHVL·QLQ�%LU�7HIVLUL�'HQHPHVL¿��LQ��0HKPHW�3DoDF×��.XU·DQ�YH�%HQ�1H�.DGDU�7DULKVHOL]"�
�$QNDUD�2NXOX�<D\×QODU×��YRO�������$QNDUD�������SS�����²����

18� 3DoDF×·V� YLHZ� PD\� EH� LQÁXHQFHG� E\� WKH� UHPDUNV� RI� 5XGL� 3DUHW�� Der Koran. 
.RPPHQWDU� XQG�.RQNRUGDQ], Stuttgart 62005, in loc�� �S�� ������ZKLFK� UHIHUV� WR� D� �����
DUWLFOH�E\�5DLPXQG�.|EHUW��
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%LEOLFDO� UHDGLQJV��5HFLWDWLRQ� ODQJXDJH�ZDV�PRVW� SUREDEO\�+HEUHZ�� EXW�
VLQFH�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�KDG�OHVV�WKDQ�FRPSOHWH�JUDVS�RI�WKH�KRO\�ODQJXDJH��
D³SUHVXPDEO\�RUDO³WUDQVODWLRQ�ZDV�JLYHQ��LQ�VXFK�WUDQVODWLRQV��RQH�FDQ�
REVHUYH� WKDW� D� VWDQGDUG� YRFDEXODU\� LV�� LQ� WKH� FRXUVH� RI� WKH� WLPH�� EHLQJ�
HVWDEOLVKHG��7KXV��D�FHUWDLQ�+HEUHZ�ZRUG�LV�DOPRVW�PHFKDQLFDOO\�UHQGHUHG�
E\� D� YHUQDFXODU� H[SUHVVLRQ� �¾(UVDW]ZRUW¿��� 7KRVH� H[SUHVVLRQV� VKRZ� D�
WHQGHQF\�WRZDUGV�DEVWUDFWLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�PHWDSKRUV�IRU�
*RG��2QH�ZDQWV� WR� DYRLG� WKH� LPSUHVVLRQ� RI� DGRULQJ� REMHFWV�� 6R��ZKHQ�
WKH�+HEUHZ�WH[W�VD\V�*RG�LV�̓�U��¾URFN¿��WKH�$UDELF�VWDQGDUG�WUDQVODWLRQ�
ZRXOG�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�JR�IRU�¾*RG�LV�PDVVLYH¿��̓DPDG��%HKLQG�WKH�LPDJHU\�
RI�¾PDVVLYH¿�LV�¾URFN¿��ZKLFK�DJDLQ�VWDQGV�IRU�KLV�UHOLDELOLW\��XQLTXHQHVV��
DQG��RQHQHVV��7KDW� LV�� LQ�IDFW��ZKHUH�3DoDF×�ZDQWV� WR�JHW��KLV�DLP�LV��KH�
VD\V��HTXDOO\�YLVLEOH�LQ�WKH�JUDPPDWLFDOO\�SHFXOLDU�D˕DG�IRU�¾RQH¿��ZKLFK�
GRHV�QRW�VR�PXFK�UHÁHFW�$UDELF�SKRQHWLFV�RU�PHUH�UK\PH�FRPSXOVLRQ�EXW�
WKH�-HZLVK�EDFNJURXQG��,VUDHO·V�FUHHG�VWDUWV�ZLWK�ŠePD¶�<LŋUă·HO��·$G{QD\�
·æORKrQ��·$G{QD\�· ˕ăG��7KH�VXUD·V�ÀUVW�OLQH�HQGV�LQ�D˕DG, rather than the 
expectable ZD˕ĦG��DQG�HYLGHQWO\�UHFDOOV�WKH�-HZLVK�FUHHG·V�ÀUVW�OLQH��ZKLFK�
ends in  ˕ăG��7KHVH�DUH��IRU�0HKPHW�3DoDF×��SURRIV�RI�ZKDW�KH�FDOOV�WKH�
¾6HPLWLF�UHOLJLRXV�WUDGLWLRQ¿��L�H���WKH�SXUH�PRQRWKHLVP��ZKLFK��LQ�KLV�YLHZ��
ZDV�ORVW�E\�KHOOHQL]HG�&KULVWLDQLW\�19

$IWHU�VXFK�VFKRODUO\�FRQWULEXWLRQV��ERWK�SURYRFDWLYH�DQG�SURPLVLQJ��
3DoDF×�KDV�PDGH�D� WXUQ��RQFH�KH�KDG�FDOOHG�KLPVHOI� D�PRGHUQLVW�20 and 
QRZ"

+H�ÀUVW�H[SUHVVHG�KLV�QHZ�YLHZ� LQ�D�SDSHU�SXEOLVKHG� LQ������21 In 
ZKDW�IROORZV��D�VXPPDU\�ZLOO�EH�DWWHPSWHG�

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

19 For documentation and discussion, cf. $OWHU�7H[W�²�QHXHU�.RQWH[W, pp. 166–207.
20�0HKPHW� 3DoDF×� DQG�<DVLQ�$NWD\�� ¾���<HDUV� RI� +LJKHU� 5HOLJLRXV� (GXFDWLRQ� LQ�

0RGHUQ�7XUNH\¿��LQ��The Muslim World, 89 (1999), pp. 398–413, p. 412. 
21� ¾dDùGDü�'|QHPGH�.XU·DQ·D�YH�7HIVLUH�1H�2OGX"�>:KDW�KDYH�WKH�.RUDQ�DQG�LWV�

([HJHVLV� EHFRPH� LQ�0RGHUQLW\"@¿�� LQ�� úVOkPL\kW�6 (2003) 4, pp. 85–104. Translated in: 
$OWHU�7H[W�²�QHXHU�.RQWH[W, pp. 129–159.
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����+LVWRULFLW\
2QH�VKRXOG�HQWHU�VXFK�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLWK�D�WKRXJKW�3DoDF×�SUHVHQWHG�

DOUHDG\�LQ������22�0XVOLPV�IDLO��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�DQDO\VLV��WR�LQWHUIHUH�LQ�
WRGD\·V�ZRUOG��EHFDXVH�RI�DQ�RGG�GRJPDWLF�YLHZ��7KH\�WKLQN�WKH\�FDQ�RQO\�
DFW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�LI�LW�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�ZKDW�WKH�.RUDQ�SUHVFULEHV��,I��KRZHYHU��
WKH�.RUDQ�DQG�0XVOLPV�DUH�¾KLVWRULFDO¿��WKDW�PHDQV�IRU�WKH�,VODPLF�EHOLHYHU�
WR�JHW�LQYROYHG�LQ�KLV�RU�KHU�ZRUOG��ZKDWHYHU�LW�LV�OLNH��7KH�ZKROH�SRLQW�RI�
EHLQJ�D�0XVOLP�LV�WR�WUDQVIRUP�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�WKH�.RUDQ��EXW�
ZKDW�LV�WKDW�WR�VD\"

(2) Classical Islam
+HUH�FRPHV� LQ�DQ� LPSRUWDQW�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�VKLIW� LQ�3DoDF×·V�ZRUN��

,I�RQH�ZDQWV� WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�DXWKHQWLF� ,VODPLF� OLIH� LV�� LW� LV�QRW�HQRXJK� WR�
UHDG�WKH�.RUDQ��7KDW�LV��KRZHYHU��WKH�WUDS�LQWR�ZKLFK�ERWK�IXQGDPHQWDOLVWV�
DQG�PRGHUQLVWV�KDYH�IDOOHQ��$�IDU�PRUH�SURPLVLQJ�DSSURDFK�LV�WR�ÀUVW�VHH�
KRZ�0XVOLPV�ZHUH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�KRO\�WH[W�LQ�WLPHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�
QRW�VKDNHQ�E\�LQIHULRULW\�FRPSOH[HV��:KLFK�UROH�GLG�WKH�.RUDQ�KDYH�LQ��
VD\��2WWRPDQ���th� FHQWXU\� FLWLHV"�(YHU\GD\� OLIH�RI� VXFK�DQ� HUD� FDQ�H�J��
EH�VWXGLHG�WKURXJK�FRXUW�UXOLQJV��ZKLFK�DUH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�DUFKLYHV��1RZ��
WKH� UHVXOW� RI� VXFK� UHVHDUFKHV� LV� WKDW�0XVOLPV� RI� WKRVH� GD\V� FRQVLGHUHG�
WKH�.RUDQ� WR�EH�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�QRUPDWLYH��KLVWRULFDO� LQ� WKDW� WKH\�GLG�QRW�
SUHWHQG�WKHLU�RZQ�WLPH�ZDV�LGHQWLFDO�ZLWK�³DQG�WKHLU�RZQ�DFWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�
LPLWDWLQJ³WKDW�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�0XVOLPV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�3DoDF×��VXFK�D�KLVWRULFDO�
YLHZ�ZDV�LQ�IDFW�PXFK�HDVLHU�WR�KROG�IRU�,VODP�WKDQ�IRU�&KULVWLDQLW\��ZKLFK�
ZDV� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� WUDQVKLVWRULFDO� WUXWK³GRJPD³UDWKHU� WKDQ� ZLWK�
practice: KXGă��)RU�FODVVLFDO�,VODP��WKHQ��WKH�.RUDQ�ZDV�QRUPDWLYH�LQ�WKDW�
LW�JDYH�JXLGHOLQHV�IRU�0XVOLP�OLIH��,V�WKDW�WR�VD\�WKDW�H[HJHVLV�ZDV�WKH�NH\�
discipline in classical Islam? No.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

22�,Q�KLV�IDPRXV�DUWLFOH�¾.XU·DQ�YH�%HQ��1H�.DGDU�7DULKVHOL]�>7KH�.RUDQ�DQG�,��KRZ�
KLVWRULFDO�DUH�ZH"@¿��LQ��úVOkPv�$UDüW×UPDODU 9 (1996), pp. 119–134.
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����-XULVSUXGHQFH�DQG�6\VWHPDWLFV
The leading disciplines that shaped Muslim life in classical Islam 

ZKHUH� ÀTK (jurisprudence) and NDOăP� �SKLORVRSKLFDO� WKHRORJ\��� 7KH\�
ZHUH�QRUPDWLYH��LW�LV�SUHFLVHO\�WKHVH�WZR�GLVFLSOLQHV�ZKLFK�KDYH�QRW�RQO\�
D�VFKRODUO\�PHWKRGRORJ\�EXW��DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��D�QRUPDWLYH�ZD\�RI�VHOI�
H[SUHVVLRQ��7KH\�PDNH�WUXWK�FODLPV�DQG�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�RI�ZKDW�LV�
MXVW�DQG�ZKR�LV�MXVW��WKH\�LQIRUP�FRXUW�UXOLQJ�DQG�EHOLHI��:KDW��KRZHYHU��
ZDV� WKH� UROH� RI�.RUDQ� H[HJHVLV� LQ� WKRVH� GD\V"�$V� LQ� DQ\� HSRFK� EHIRUH�
PRGHUQLW\�� H[HJHVLV� SOD\HG� D� PHUHO\� SUHSDUDWRU\� UROH�� VD\V� 3DoDF×�� ,W�
LV�RQO\�DEOH� WR�VD\�ZKDW� WKLV�RU� WKDW�ZRUG�RU�YHUVH�PHDQW� LQ� LWV�RULJLQDO�
FRQWH[W��ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�IRU�WRGD\��LV�D�TXHVWLRQ�H[HJHWHV�FDQQRW�DQVZHU�LQ�
3DoDF×·V�YLHZ��,V�QRW��RQH�PLJKW�REMHFW��WKH�FDOO�¾EDFN�WR�WKH�.RUDQ¿�WKH�
VORJDQ�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�DQ�,VODP�WKDW�KDV�D�GHFLVLYH�SRZHU�
WRGD\"�

(4) Textualism
,W� LV� RQO\� LQ� PRGHUQLW\� WKDW� H[HJHVLV� JRW� D� NH\� UROH� LQ� WKH� OLIH� RI�

religions. The Muslim Modernists, late 19th� FHQWXU\�(J\SWLDQV� WR�EHJLQ�
ZLWK��EHOLHYHG�WKDW�ZKDW�WKH\�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�WUDGLWLRQDO�,VODP�KDG�IDLOHG�
EHFDXVH�LW�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�IDLWKIXO�WR�WKH�.RUDQ��WUDGLWLRQ�KDG��WKH\�WKRXJKW��
FRYHUHG�DQG�EORFNHG�WKH�UHIRUPLVW�SRZHU�RI�,VODP·V�KRO\�ERRN��7KURXJK�
QHZ�H[HJHVLV��KRZHYHU��WKH�.RUDQ�DQG�WKXV�DOVR�0XVOLPV�FDQ�EH�VHW�EDFN�
WR�WKHLU�ROG�LQÁXHQFH��)RU�3DoDF×��WKLV�PRGHUQLVW�UHDGLQJ�RI�KLVWRU\�LV�IDOVH��
,W� LV�QRW� WUDGLWLRQDO� ,VODP·V� IDXOW� WKDW� WKH�0XVOLP�ZRUOG�EHFDPH�VHFRQG�
WR�WKH�:HVW³UDWKHU��HFRQRPLF�IDFWRUV�DQG�DFFLGHQWDO�FRQVWHOODWLRQV�ZHUH�
UHVSRQVLEOH�� LW� LV� QRW� DXWKHQWLFDOO\�0XVOLP� WR� JLYH� VXFK� LPSRUWDQFH� WR�
H[HJHVLV³UDWKHU�� D� &KULVWLDQ� UHIRUPDWLRQ� KLHUDUFK\� RI� GLVFLSOLQHV� ZDV�
XQZLWWLQJO\� LPSRUWHG�� 7H[WXDOLVP� VWDUWHG� WR� JRYHUQ�0XVOLP� OLIH��:KDW�
UHPHG\�ZLOO� EH� VXJJHVWHG�E\�3DoDF×"�+H�JLYHV� D� FODVVLFDO� DQVZHU��7KH�
ULFKQHVV�RI�,VODP·V�WUDGLWLRQ�KDV�WR�EH�UH�LQVWLWXWHG�
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––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

23� &I�� DOVR� D� ODWHU� DUWLFOH� GHYHORSLQJ� WKHVH� YLHZV�� 0HKPHW� 3DoDF×�� ¾.ODVVLVFKH�
.RUDQH[HJHVH�²�ZDV�ZDU�GDV"¿�� LQ��0�QFKHQHU�7KHRORJLVFKH�=HLWVFKULIW 58 (2007), pp. 
127–139.

24� ¾(UKHEXQJ�GHU�*HVFKLFKWOLFKNHLW�GHV�9HUVWHKHQV�]XP�KHUPHQHXWLVFKHQ�3ULQ]LS¿��
Wahrheit und Methode��7�ELQJHQ�������S������������HGLWLRQ��S�������

25�&I���H�J���2UKDQ�3DPXN��&HYGHW�%H\�YH�2ùXOODU×, Istanbul 1979. 
26�¾5HKDELOLWLHUXQJ�YRQ�$XWRULWlW�XQG�7UDGLWLRQ¿��Wahrheit und Methode��7�ELQJHQ�

1990, p. 281 (1960 edition, p. 261).

7KLV�VKRUW�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�0HKPHW�3DoDF×·V�QHZ�YLHZ�PXVW�VXIÀFH�23 

&DQ� LW� EH� VHHQ� DV� SDUW� RI� WKH� HIIHFWLYH� KLVWRU\� RI�*DGDPHU·V�Truth and 
Method?

There are four Gadamerian motifs that have come to bear, it seems, 
LQ� 3DoDF×·V� ¾FODVVLFLVW� WXUQ¿��7KH\� KDYH�� QRW� VXUSULVLQJO\�� DOO� WR� GR�ZLWK�
KLVWRULFLW\�

� �D�� )LUVW� RI� DOO�� *DGDPHU·V� DZDUHQHVV� RI� WKH� KLVWRULFLW\� RI� DQ\�
interpretative situation24�LV�FUHDWLYHO\�DSSOLHG�DQG�WUDQVIRUPHG�E\�3DoDF×·V�
DQDO\VLV� WKDW�0XVOLPV�ZKR�GR�QRW� JHW� LQYROYHG�EHFDXVH� WKH\�ÀQG� WKHLU�
WLPH�QRQ�.RUDQLF�DUH�LQ�IDFW�D�KLVWRULF��KLVWRULFLW\�PHDQV�WR�PDNH�KLVWRU\��

� �E�� 6HFRQGO\�� DQG� DORQJ� WKH� VDPH� OLQHV�� 3DoDF×·V� DELOLW\� WR� VHH�
QRW�RQO\�WKH�.RUDQ�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�KLVWRULFDO�EXW�WR�VHH�DOVR�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�
H[HJHVLV�LQ�SHUVSHFWLYH��DQG�KLPVHOI�LQ�LW�� LV�D�UHPDUNDEOH�PRYH�LQ�VHOI�
consciousness and self-criticism.

� �F��)XUWKHUPRUH��0HKPHW�3DoDF×�FDOOV�IRU�D�QHZ�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�
WKH� WLPH�� FXOWXUH� DQG� DFKLHYHPHQWV� WKDW� OLH� EHWZHHQ� XV� DV� ��st� FHQWXU\�
UHDGHUV�DQG�WKH�.RUDQ·V��th�FHQWXU\�SURFODPDWLRQ��+H�LV��LQ�WKLV��QRW�RQO\�
IROORZLQJ�WKH�1HR�2WWRPDQ�IDVKLRQ�WR�EH�REVHUYHG�LQ�PDQ\�FXOWXUDO�VWUDWD�
RI�WRGD\·V�7XUNH\��H�J��LQ�QRYHOV�25�+H�LV�DSSDUHQWO\�DOVR�EDFNHG�XS��DQG�
SRVVLEO\�HQFRXUDJHG��E\�*DGDPHU·V�SOHD�WR�UHKDELOLWDWH�IDFWRUV�ORDWKHG�E\�
UHYROXWLRQDU\�PRGHUQLW\��HVSHFLDOO\�DXWKRULW\�DQG�WUDGLWLRQ�26

� �G��)LQDOO\��3DoDF×·V�VKDUS�FULWLFLVP�RI�KLV�RZQ�KRPH�GLVFLSOLQH�
DQG�LWV�PRGHUQ�LQÁDWLRQ�LV�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�H[DPSOH�RI�DZDUHQHVV�RI�HIIHFWLYH�
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KLVWRU\��*DGDPHU�ZDV��E\�GUDZLQJ� WKH� LQWHUSUHWHUV·� DWWHQWLRQ� WR�D� WH[W·V�
HIIHFWLYH�KLVWRU\��WU\LQJ�WR�PDNH�YLVLEOH��VR�WR�VSHDN��WKH�JODVVHV�WKURXJK�
ZKLFK�ZH�DUH�UHDGLQJ�RXU�NH\�WH[WV��3DoDF×�LV�LQ�IDFW�SRLQWLQJ�RXW�WKDW�WKH�
H[HJHWLFDO�RSWLFV�KDYH�EHFRPH�XQGXO\�PRQRSROLVWLF��

7ZR�SRLQWV� RI� GLVFXVVLRQ� DQG� SRVVLEOH� IXWXUH� GHYHORSPHQW�PD\�EH�
added in conclusion. 

,Q�3DoDF×·V� UHDGLQJ�RI�KLVWRU\�� WKHUH� VHHPV� WR�EH�� DW� WKH�PRPHQW�� D�
WHQGHQF\�WRZDUGV�ZKDW�FRXOG�EH�FDOOHG�territorialism��7KDW�ZRXOG�PHDQ�
an isolation of civilisational areas in order to consider each of them as 
VHOI�VXIÀFLHQW� UDWKHU� WKDQ� LQWHUDFWLYH� DQG� PXWXDOO\� VWLPXODWLQJ�� LQGHHG�
penetrating. A plea to return to a more classical Islam should, rather than 
XQGRLQJ�D�VR�FDOOHG�:HVWHUQLVDWLRQ��WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKDW�WKHUH�KDV�QHYHU�
EHHQ�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�¾2ULHQW¿�RU��IRU�WKDW�PDWWHU��D�¾:HVW¿�VWDQGLQJ�RQ�LWV�
RZQ�IHHW��7HUULWRULDOLVP�ZLOO�EH�LQ�GDQJHU�RI�FRQVWUXFWLQJ�VWDJQDQW�HQWLWLHV�
LQ�WKH�SDVW��DQG�VWDJQDQW�]RQHV�WRGD\��

7KH� VHOI�UHGXFWLRQ� RI� H[HJHVLV� WR� D� VXERUGLQDWH� GLVFLSOLQH� ZLWKRXW�
QRUPDWLYH�SRZHU�PD\�FXW�RII�0XVOLPV�IURP�WKH�LQQRYDWLYH�IRUFH�WKDW�OLHV�
LQ�DQ\�FRQWHPSRUDU\�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�.RUDQ��&HUWDLQO\��WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�
DQG�,VODP�FDQQRW�EH�FRPSDUHG�HDVLO\��EXW����\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�6HFRQG�9DWLFDQ�
&RXQFLO������²�����LW�LV�ZRUWK�UHPHPEHULQJ�LWV�IXQGDPHQWDO�G\QDPLFV��,WV�
LQVSLUDWLRQ�GUHZ�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�RQ�D�UHGLVFRYHU\�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�)DWKHUV·�
FUHDWLYH�DQG�KXPDQ�WKHRORJ\��DQG�RQ�D�UHGLVFRYHU\�RI�6FULSWXUH��UHDG�ERWK�
VFKRODUO\��ZLWK�VWDWH�RI�WKH�DUW�PHWKRGRORJLHV��DQG�VSLULWXDOO\�27

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

27�'HL�9HUEXP��QR�����3RQWLÀFDO�%LEOLFDO�&RPPLVVLRQ��/·LQWHUSUpWDWLRQ�GH�OD�%LEOH�
GDQV�O·eJOLVH, Rome 1993.
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